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C To THE EDITOR & You 
Cason responds to Vice's letter Consider f/?/s. 

Tills is my answer to Jamie Vice's 
leoer to 7*A«//«a<//<;A/about one I had 
written in the Colorado County Citi-
un. How convoluted can it get? 

The "one magazine article" refer­
enced in my letter to The Colorado 
CoimtyCitizen wasBARROtrSdHlTJ 
96) . That's a Wall Soreetpqwa frnnd 
of mine takes. It is nor Democratic 
frienity. The article was entitled 
"'The Right StufT — which Presi­
dent, which party and which pairings 
have been best for the ecomxny, the 
maifcets, die budget and inflation?" 

BARRON'S staff evaluated each 
postwar ( W W n ) administration's 
perfonnasce, based on an equal wei­

ghting of seven criteria: (1) job gains, 
(2) progress on inflatioo, (3) real earn­
ings, (4) gross domestic product 
growth, (5) the real return on stocks, 
(6) the change in long term interest 
rales and (7) progress against the bud­
get deficit The Truman, Eisenhower 
and JFK-LBJ administrations were 
treated neutral in the deficit category, 
because they didn't have to deal with 
one. 

The top three—(1) Truman - 2nd. 
term, (2) JFK-LBJ, and (3) Qinion. 

If you're really interessted in facts 
and not political rhetoric (I like that 
stuff too!) you ought to study that 
BARRON'S nude. 

It goes on to say that Wall Street's 
"wisdom" prefers a Republican Presi­
dent and Congress. "As is often the 
case, die received wisdom is off the 
mark." That's only happened twice in 
the past 67 years. The first, in 1929-31, 
saw the stock market crash and the 
advent oi the Great Depression. The 
second in 19S8-64, during the reces­
sion that chopped 2.2% from gross 
domestic product and threw more than 
1.7 million people out of work. 

Couldn't help but agree with some 
of the things tfiat Jamie Vice from 
Austin wrote. I agree that all of die 
presidential campaign issues of four 
years ago have not been positively 
resolved (I never said diey had). 

One is that we still have a very ser­
ious health care problem. It's not the 
doctors. It's the system. Our great 
country is among die wont of die de­
veloped nittions in its healdi care sys­
tem. 

Another is that the gap between 
income of the rich and the poor is 
growing. That is not only wrong, it is 
dangerous! 

I couldn't find Vice's number in 
the Austin phone book to call and talk 
about this. I'm not sure of the address, 
but it seems to me it may be die address 
of a political party with which I'm not 
overly acquainted. Anyhow, you 
know my "one magazine source". 

I'm wondering if Vice's numbers 

may have come from some o f that "po­
litical ihetttic" referred to above. 

Glad to see die Eagle Lake Head­
light is allowing some politics into 
"The Editor and You" column. 
Thought diere was a po lky against 
diaL I never agreed with the policy, 
but it's not my newspaper. 

Thanks, Jeannine! 
Sincerely, 
George Cason 
Eagle Lake 

T o the Editor: 
As we go to vote, consider the 

number of pec^le in your family who 
are wholly or partially dependent on 
Social Security for support Are you 
willing to support d i « e ekierly par­
ents or disabled family members if 
Social Security is eroded or cut se­
verely? 

Consider die number of people in 
your family who may be residents in 
convalescent homes and su{q>oited by 

Chivalry Isn't dead 
On O c t 19,1 was on my way to 

Austin when I had a flat tire on 90-A, 
about five miles outside of Eagle 
Lake. 

A gendeman stopped to help me, 
even diough he had had back surgery 
at die first of die year. A few moments 
later, a couple of young gentlemen 
stopped to help me also. 

Widiin a couple of minutes, my 
tire was changed and die two young 
men were gone bef(xe I could get their 
names. 

The first gendeman diat stopped 
followed me into town and showed me 
where I could get my tire fixed. 

I'm not sure if diese gendemen 
live in Eagle Lake, but diey were die 
mcest people you woukl ever want to 
meet 

THE EYE CARE CLINICS OF TEXAS 
Full spectnim optometric and ophthalmok)glcal servk:es 

including contacts, prescriptions for glasses, office and outpatient 
surgery, laser, glauconia, cataract and radiaHceralotomy surgery. 

For information 
and 

appointments, 
please call 

1-800-^5-0186 
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John D. Huff, M.D. Dtan» L. Pr«h«r, 0.0. 
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I can't say thank you enough to die 
guys. What a great town you have!!!!! 

With my best regards, 
Cathy Lum 
Freeport, Texas 

United Way 
needs help 
Dear Friend: 

Once again the United Way of 
Eagle Lake needs your assistance. 

The United Way campaign is die 
one time during the year when we all 
can contribute to helping our commu­
nity. 

Not just die homeless stranger diat 
Salvation Army helps, but friends and 
members of your own family may 
benefit from some or many of die 
agencies' United Way funds. 

Take a kwk at die list does it touch 
your heart or your home? If so, then 
it's time to make a difference with 
your contribution. 

The Board of Directors has set a 
goal diis year at $10,150. 

The following groups have been 
{proved as recipients: 

Boy Scouts $400 
Youdi Devel(^ment 850 
Cok>rado County Chiklren Service 

Board 850 
Cokirado Valley Council or 

Alcoholism and Drugs 1,000 
Litde League Operation 925 
Giri Scouts 400 
Ministerial Alliance 1,875 

(Sec United Wiy, Page 4) 

HAS RUN THE ONLY 
POSITIVE, TRULY ADMIRABLE CAMPAIGN IN 
THE RACE FOR STATE REPRESENTATIVE. 

HIS OPPONENT, TO FIGHT HIS UNPOPULARITY 
WITH THE VOTERS, HAS RESORTED TO FALSE 
AND MISLEADING STATEMENTS ABOUT 
ROBBY'S ISSUES AND CHARACTER. 

NEGATIVE CAMPAIGN TACTICS LIKE THESE 
ONLY WEAKEN OUR COMMUNITIES AS WELL 
AS OUR CONFIDENCE IN ELECTED OFFICIALS. 

TO THE VOTERS OF DISTRICT 28: CALL ROBBY 
DIRECTLY AT dng.23A.2713 TO GET THE TRUTH 
ABOUT WHERF HP STANDS ON THE ISSUES. 

AND THEN VOTE FOR THE ONLY POSITIVE AND 
ADMIRABLE CANDIDATE IN THE RACE FOR -
DISTRICT 28, THE CANDIDATE WHO WILL 
TRULY REPRESENT RURAL INTERESTS IN 
AUSTIN. 

VOTE FOR ON 
NOVEMBER 5TH. 

PAID FOU BY THE FRIENDS OF HOBBY COOK. 201 EAST STATE STREET, EAGLE LAKE TX 77434 

Medkaid. Are you wflling to support 
and care for in your homes diese eld-
eriy or disabled parents if die Medi­
caid system is eroded or cut severely? 

It is commonly believed diat most 
money in entidement programs goes 
to unwed mothers and people witfiout 
jobs. This is not true. Most of it goes to 
die ekleriy in the form of Social Secu­
rity, Medicare and Medicaid to sup­
p e d and care for our elderly in and out 
of convalescent homes. 

All diese programs have been vot­
ed in during Democrats administra­
tions and have made it possible for die 
elderly to s u y independent and chil­
dren to focus on dieir own lives and 
diose of their chiklren. Social Secu­
rity, Medicare and Medxaid have 
become part of almost everyone's life. 
We seem to take it as a "given" unless 
we consider what die alternative 
would be. Let's vole Demoaatic and 
keq) compassion for the less fortu­
nate, a part of Amwica' s legacy. — 

Siacerely, 
: M d l y Rabbe 

2 1 1 W . Post Office 
Weimar 

(Political advertisement paid for by 
Molly Rabbe. 211 W. Post Office. 
Weimar, Texas 78962.) 

Texas growtli 
wiii continue 

The U.S. Census Bureau confum-
ed last week diat Texas is growing and 
won't stop anytime soon. 

Agency statisticians predKt diat 
from 1995 to 2000, Texas will gain 1.4 
million residents, die largest net popu­
lation gain in any state. Texas stands to 
pick up two seats in Congress after die 
2000 census is conducted, if die pre­
dictions come true. 

State Capitol 
Highlights 
By Lyndell Williams 

and Ed Sterling 
Texas Press Assodaion 

Following Texas are Fk)rida, 1.1 
million;Califomia,932,000; Georgia, 
674,000; and N. Carolina, 582,000. 

Also, die Census Bureau predict­
ed, Texas will grow 8.5 million resi­
dents by die year 2025, bringing die 
state population to about 27 million. 
And, by dien, 4.5 million Texans will 
be 65 and older. 

It's time to plan for die large num­
ber of pe(^le who will be near retire­
ment age as die fust quarter of die next 
century ends. Paul Campbell, a demo­
grapher with die Census Bureau, told 
die Austin American-Statesman, "We 
must prepare by investing in quality 
nursing homes and health facilities." 

'TonMNTow' Fund Rates Increase 
State Comptrolkr John Sharp 

announced last-week new rates for 
prepaid college tuition to be offered 
beginning Nov. 18, die first day of die 
Texas Tomorrow Fund's next enroll­
ment period. 

A prepaid tuition contract paid in a 
lunq) sum today for a class of 2019 
graduate will cost $9,625.98, accord­
ing to figures provided by die Texas 
Prepaid Higher Education Tuition 
Board, which controls die Texas 
Tomorrow Fund. 

The new rate, which reflects in 
pait the rise of required fees at die 
state's publK four-year universities, is 
about 16% higher diat last year's. 

"When Sir Isaac Newton said diat 
what goes up must come down, he 
obviously wasn't talking about col­
lege cost" Sharp said. "That's why 
diis plan makes so much sense. It's a 
great way to beat tuition inflation."— 

The fiind, sponsored by Sharp and 
a^qjroved by die state Legislature in 
1995, allows families to lock in die 
costs of dieir chiklren's future college 
hiition. 

The new rates cover more credit 
hours, widi the four-year public uni­
versity plan expanded from 120 hows 
to 128 hours. 

Uptkfc in Reported Crhae 
The number of crimes reported in 

Texas during die fast half of 1996~ 
increased 4% over die f n t half of 
199$, aoconling to dw Texas Depart­
ment of Publk: Safety. 

The increase is also reflected in die 
crime rate, which aicreasedll%over 
die period. 

"This is die first increase we have 
(SecHltkU|hts,Pate3) 

Call Crime Stoppers • 2 3 4 - 5 5 5 5 • it Pays Rewards 
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Coix)RADO C O U N T Y C O U R T H O U S E R E P O R T 
DEEDS 

Deed: Hilda Thumann Lee t6 Harvey 
Fred Lee and Hillard Tcny Lee, 4 tracU of 
land. i. Tumiinson Lewue, A-46; filed 8-
2-96. 

Deed: BufTord Ashley Sr. et ux to Peg­
gy Sue Ashley, portion of Tnct 12, John 
Moyer Survey; 8-2-%. 

Deed: Delrose Kana Hattermann to 
Gladys Denham and Bemice Deoham. 
Lou 1,2,3 and 10 feet of Lot 4. Block 3, 
City of Weimar; 8-5-96. 

Deed: MeU Koym Hollek to Darrin 
Alfred Koym, and. int in 39.50 acres, Jos. 
Thompson League, A-42; 8-6-96. 

Deed: Veterans Land Board of the 
Sute of Texas U) Roy Albert Jones, 11.943 
acres in Cobrado County; 8-6-%. 

Deed: Kimberly C. Patton Sullman to 
Seth Neal Stallman, 5.35 acres, BBB&C 
RRCo. Survey No. l,A-125,elal;8-6-%. 

Deed: Garwood Irrigation Company, 
Garwood lmplement& Supply Co. to Wil­
liam N. Lehrer, 0.604 acre tract, ToWn of 
Garwood, Preston Gilbert League, A-25; 
8-6-%. 

Deed: William Young Pierce to Char­
les Krc et al, 520.3 acres, l&GN RR Co. 
Survey 4, A-300,etal; 8-7-%. 

Deed: Faye Viola Scmora to Bobby 
Charles Semora, 44.369 acres. Gabriel 
Suawsneider League, A-40; 8-7-%. 

Deed: Faye Viola Semora to Bobby 
Charles Semora, 27.812 acres, Andrew 
Rabb League, A-53 in Wharton County; 8-
7%. 

Deed: M.F. Dick et ux to Ernest I. 
Barta, 0.5219 acres, R.M. Johnson Sur­
vey, A-364; 8-7-%. 

Deed: M.F. Dick et ux to Ernest I. 
Barta, Lot 1, Block 104, William BarU 
Subdivision, Weimar; 8-7-%. 

Deed: Bessie Keyser to LeIand H. 
Hall, 4.55324 acre, BBB&C RR Co. Sur­
vey, A-l 13; 8-7-%. 

Deed: Irene A. Kainer to Garry N. Do-
nop et ux, 1.0 aae, Henry Austin Five Lea­
gue Grant, A-4; 8-7%. 

Deed: Shirley Lumbert Munsch to 
David L Robertson etal, portion of Lot 15, 
Block 14, Town of Sheridan; 8-8-%. 

Deed: Shiriey Lumbert Munsch to Da­
vid L. Robertson etal. south 1/2 of Lot 15, 
Block 14, Town of Sheridan; 8-8%. 

Deed: Steven Warren Stricklan to Es­
ther Cumpian Stricklan, Lots 3 and 28, 
Block 2, W.H. Griffln Addition. City of 
Eagle Lake; 8-8%. 

Deed: William Henry Thompson to 
Betty Jean (Collins) Thompson, Subdivi­
sional Lot 6, Block 95, Town of Colum­
bus; 8-9%. 

Deed: Bobbie Lee Adams, Trustee of 
the Cindy L. Adams Trust, to Leo Daniel 
Woitenaet ux 3 tracts, Allen Winn Survey, 
A-624, etal; 8-9%. 

Deed: Bradley M. Bryson to Larry L 
Williams etux. Lots 6-10, Block 32, Town 
of Alleyton;8-9-%. 

Deed: Ooo L Kahlden Jr., Trustee, 

Highlights 

Timodiy John Straak. Trustee, et al to 
Carol A. StapperGiedetal, acreageoutof 
UieS.M.Williaffls Survey, A-607 and 608, 
et al surveys; 8-9-%. 

Deed: Carol A. Stapper GieU et al to 
Timothy John Strunk, Trustee, and Spur 
and Spade Inc., 30.00 acres, Samuel M. 
Williams Survey, A-607; 8-9-%. 

Deed: Robert F. Potter et ux to Bruce 
Henncke et ux, 62 J98 acres, W.R. Hunt 
League, A-29 and the P.R. Splane Lei^ue, 
A-41;8-9-%. 

Gift Deed: James Leonard Willmann 
et ux to Leon A. Willmann et ux. a Uact of 
land, Elizabeth Tumiinson League, A-44, 
City of Columbus; 8-9%. 

Deed: Leon A. Willmann et x to Mark 
Shreves et ux, a tract of land, Elizabeth 
Tumiinson League, A-44, City of Colum­
bus; 8-9-%. 

Deed: Richard L. Gates to Richard L. 
Gates as Trustee of The Richard L. Gates 
Revocable Living Trust, 2 tracts, J. Tum­
iinson League, A-46; 8-12-%. 

Deed: Lorena Gates to Lorene Gates 
as Trustee of The Lorene Gates Revocable 
Living Trust, 2 tracts, J. Tumiinson Lea­
gue, A-46; 8-12-%. 

Gift Deed: Jane M. Hill et vir to First 
United Methodist Church, 0.016 acre. 
Block 16, partof Original Lot2 and Origi­
nal Lot 3, City of Columbus; 8-12-%. 

Deed: Ouida M. Weeks to John C. 
Tr^p et ux, Subdivisional Lots 13 & 14, 
partof Subdivisional Lots 12 & 15, Block 
K, Smith A Jones Addition, City of Co­
lumbus; 8-12-%. 

Deed: Thelma T. Younger to Kevin J. 
Whitfield, und. it in Lots 1-5 and Lots 8-

Sctimidt family 
liolds reunion 

The descendants of die eight chil­
dren of George J. and Berdia (Finde-
isen) Schmidt gadiered at New Beileu 
Hall on Saturday, Oct. 12, 1996, for 
die I8di year, with a delicious barbe­
cue supper with all the trimmings. 

The deceased, eldest son of Gewge J. 
and Bertha Schmidt, Johnnie Sr.'s widow, 
Mary Schmidt attended from Cat Spring 
along with their son, Johnnie Schmidt Jr. 
and his wife, Alice of Junction and Lissie, 
and grandson, JJ. Schmidt of Chester-
ville. 

The chiklren of deceased daughter, 
Thilda (Schmidt) Birdwell who attended 
were George Birdwell of Eagle Lake, 
Emily (Birdwell) Frank of Columbus, and 
grandson, James Darrell Engbrock and his 
wife. Donna and their chiklren, Loyd and 
Shelby of Sugarland. 

The daughter of deceased daughter, 
Mary (Schinklt) 2Uhradnick who was at 

(See Schmidts, Page 12) 

11, BkKk 8, Putney-Roos Stale Street 
Addition, City of Eagle Lake; 8-14-%. 

Deed: Sabine Investment Company of 
Texas Inc. to Takao Doi and Hitome Doi, 
Uacts 4 and 5, Oakridge Ranch Sectioa II, 
G.W. Brown Survey, A-%, et al; 8-14-96. 

Deed: Robert H. Henneke et ux to 
Thomas A. Henneke et ux. a part of Lot46, 
Krupa Subdivision, City of Columbus; 8-
14-%. 

Deed: Sharon K. Sanchez to Joe S. 
Sanchez, 46.744 acres, Samuel M. Wil­
liams Survey, A-60S; 8-15-%. 

Gift Deed: Raymond L Untenneyer 
to Nancy Kay Untermeyer Philabaum, 
82.78 acres, four tracts, Joseph Ehlinger 
Survey. A-190, etal; 8-15-%. 

Gift Deed: Raymond L Untermeyer 
to James Craig Untermeyer, 82.78 acres, 
four Uacts, Joseph Ehlinger Survey, A-
190; 8-15-%. 

Gift Deed: Raymond L Untermeyer 
to Susan Gale Untermeyer Lerma, 82.78 
acres, four tracts, Joseph Ehlinger Survey, 
A-190; 8-15-%. V - ,. v . 

OIL, GAS AND MINERAL LEASES 
Robin EngsUom Thomas to Ensetch 

Exptoration Inc., 103.633 acres, l&GN 
RR Co. Survey 3, A-292; filed 8-2-%. 

Howard Lawrence Eogstrom to Ea-
soch E]q>k)ratioa faic, 103.633 acres, 
I&GN RR Co. Survey 3, A-292; 8-2%. 

Teresa M. Eogsttom to Enseich Ex-
ploratioa Inc., 103.633 acres, l&GN RR 
Company Survey 3, A-292; 8-2-%. 

Margaret Cooper Percival to Cabot 
Oil & Gu CorporatioQ, 60.48 acres, outof 
the l&GN RR No. 15, A-326; 8-2%. 

Pricilla Ann Blohm to Janaex Inc., 
240.0 acres, being out of the GH&HRR 
Survey, Sectioa 25, A-250; 8-6-%. 

John Hetben Matthews, et al to United 
Oil & Minerals Inc., 249.0 acres of the 
James Nelson Survey, A-35; 8-7-%. 

John Herbert Matthews, etal to United 
Oil & Minerals Inc.. 249.0 acres of the 
James Ndsoo Survey, A-35; 8-7-%. 

John Herbert Matthews, et al to United 
-Oil & Minerab Inc.. 40.0 acres of the 
James Nelson Survey, A-35; 8-7-%. 

^ Mary E.McClanahan to United Oil & 
Mineral Inc., 16350 acres, a pan of the 
John of the John and Haynie Matthews 
Survey, Section 932, A-869; 8-7-%. 

Clyde W. Hanks III to SheU Western 
E&P hK., 10 acres, being the N.E. Quarter 
of Lot 17 out of the Amos R. Alexander 
Survey, A-51; 8-8%. 

Elmer Kenneth Danklefs, et alto Al-

cdnt-Texu Properties, 320 acres beii« the 
Wesleriy 1/2 of the lAGN RR C o ^ i u y 
Survey l,A-2g7[8-8%. 

Kit Hanks Stewart to SheU Western 
EAP Inc., 10 acres, being the N.E Quatter 
of Lot 17outofUie Amos R. Alexander 
Survey, A-Sl; 8-8-%. 

Maiy Susaooe Hanks Ruether to SheU 
Western E&P b e . 10 acres, N.E. 1/4. Lot 
17. Amos R. Alexander Survey, A-51:8-
8%. 

AUen Ray Milentz to Alyana Energy 
Corp.. 3.09 acres. Outlot 42. Penfleld & 
Peterson Additioo. Town of Rock Island; 
8-12%. 

Chester Hudson et ux to Alyana Ener­
gy Corp.. 125 acres. Lots 1-12. Block H. 
Penfwld & Peterson Addition. Town of 
Rock Island; 8-12-%. 

Josephine Moss to Alyana Energy 
Corp., 2 i acres, west 15 acres of OuUot 
No. 42. Penfield and Peterson Addition, 
Town of Rock Island; 8-12%. 

Judith Anderson White, hid. and u 
Trustee, and David M. Anderson, Trustee 
underdieWiU of M.L Anderson. toCox& 
Perkins Exp. Inc., 50.0 acres, James Nel­
son Survey, A-35; 8-12-%. 

David M. AadoBOB Uvioi Trait la 
Cox & Pcddni Exp. h e , 37.156B acres, 
James Nehoo Swviey. A-3S; 1-12-96. 

Estate (rf John Maiac and Mae Maaac 
toSaaSabaCaponlkMi, 16OJ00IGH&H 
RR Ca Survey 27, A-251; 1-14-96. 

EUe HageBkKkertoCahotOO&GsB 
Corp., 60.4< acres. l&GN RR. No. IS. A-
326:8-14-96. 

John Wanen Beanl to United OQ & 
Mineral b e , 249.0 acres, James Ndaoo 
Survey, A-3S; 8-1446. 

DISTRICT COURT 
DIVORCES FILED 

David Paul Howard and SheUey Ra-
voeHowvd; filed 10-16-%. 

M«ie E. Thomps<m a d Thomtoo E. 
Thompson: 10-18-%. 

MARRIAGE UCENSE 
APPUCATIONS 

Dsvid Brian Schultz, 38, and Donna 
Marklin Commander, 38, both Columbus. 

Jimmie Scott, 39, Cbhinriws, and My-
rde Scott. 48, Garwood. 

Cairo Guadalupe Ruvakaba, 20, 
Eagle Lake, and Beatrix VaUe, 18, Brown-
iville. 

Library has new computer 
Charlenc Rodgers, librarian at the Eula & David Wintermann Library in 
Eagle Lake, show ofT the new computer received by the library which will 
be linked to the internet 

Did You Know.. . 
•Salmon can remeber odors for as 

long as several years. 

•The highest town in die world is 
Ka-erh in western Tibet 

•The United States chose die bald 
eagle as its national bird in 1782. 

Continued from Page 2 

Photo Courtesy of Barbara Pidgeon 

By Dr. Eric R. Tapper , P o d M r i c t 

THINGS YOU CAN DO FOR OLDER FEET 
Think <^ all die adi you've leen for products diat prooiae a imoadMr, yoaaitr-

looking face. There are probably counUeu numben of them. Now think of die OMS you've 
seen for more youthful feeL Probably zip. Feel are often fotjotten whan it oomes to our 
obsession with youth ind health. That'i too bad, becauae they expeiieaoe changes with 
aging that can turn into major probleim without the right treaUnenL Like facial sUa, the 
(kin of the feet naturall y becomes diyer and leu elastic with age, and this caa lead to paMil 
cracks and infection. Such problems may be avoided by using a humidifier, applying 
certain moisuirizing creams, bathing in lukewarm (not hot) water, and using mild (not 
deodorant) soaps. Also, naili tend to thicken, but property uimmiog diem straight across, 
with a podiatrist's help if necessary, can help prevent ingrown toenails and fUagal infec­
tions. 

Feet of all ages deserve to be pain-free. Have an evahiation if you think your feet an 
either causing pain and discomfort or if they are trying to tell you diere is a problem 
somewhere else in your body. Either way, a podiatrist's diagnosis can be intfruineatal in 
relief of symptonu and eveahul recovery. At Rice DiUrict Community Hoepital, we are 
now accepting new patients for treatment of a tUI range of foot problems; call 234-SS71. 
I am there every Tuesday. 

P.S. Calluses, a common problem among die elderly, siMuld never be self-trimroed. 
A podiatrist can safely remove them if they become painAil. 

seen in four years." said DPS Director 
Dudley Thomas. 

"This is certainly a matter of con­
cern, but crime figures tend to fluctu­
ate, and diis may or may not indicate a 
trend," Thomas told die Houston 
Chronicle . "The volume of crime in 
Texas is still down 18.2% compared to 
die flrst six mondis of die peak year of 
1991." 

The only major crimes to decline 
were murder, down 13.3%, and rob­
bery, 1.9%. 

Thumbprint Program Works 
Texas Bankers Association says 

die amount of noncustomer check 
fraud being reported by Texas banks 
has dropped 71% since the Thumb­
print Signature program was initiated 
last Dec. 

One hundred-seventy financial in-
sdtutions in die state require thumb­
prints of nonaccount holders who 
request check-cashing services. Many 
retailers also use die system. 

Customers who have accounts at 

participating banks are not required to 
give dieir prints. 

"We don't have to rely on die 
memory of a teller viewing a police 
lineup," said Mark Smidi, a detective 
with die Austin Police Department's 
forgery unit 

"In die past, it could take as long as 
six weeks - if at all - to identify (fraud­
ulent check writers). With Thumb-
printing, the process can now take less 
dian 48 hours." 

Convict Labor Improves Parks 
Parks and prison officials report 

diat convict labor provided more than 
$2 million worth of work in maintain­
ing and restoring state parks in die past 
year. 

Prisoners worked at 23 state parks, 
12 wildlife nunagement areas and one 
sute fish hatchery. 

The Parks and Wildlife Depart­
ment said diat prisoners contributed 
304,164 hours of work, valued at 
$2.12 million, during die fiscal year 
diat ended Aug. 31. 

Allan Polunsky, chairman of the 
Texas Board of Criminal Justice, said. 
"We find diat die vast majority of 
inmates respond very positively to the 
opportunity to do somediing wcxth-
while for society." 

Other Capital Highlights 
•Gov. George W. Bush named a 

state jail in Humble for Pam Lychner, 
an "absolute warrior" for victims 
rights who died in die TWA flight 800 
crash in July. A victim of a brutal as­
sault herself, Lychner founded Jusdce 
for All in 1993 to campaign against 
early release of prisoners and for pro­
grams to aid victims. 

•State Farm Insurance agreed to 
pay some oi its Texas policyholders 
about $22 million in a dispute with 
AtttMney General Dan Morales over 
automobile deductibles . About 
75,000 policyholders who paid de­
ductibles and were not at fault for 
wrecks between Sept 1, 1991, and 
Feb. 28,1996, will get back dieir de­
ductibles plus 10%. 

WHY DID "IHE VICTORIA ADVOCATE:' ENDORSE 
(probeMy the nwat ooaeervetive newiiMpcr in Tau*) 

CHARLES (LEFTY) MORRIS ? 
"Dr. Paul (he practices medicine in Brazoria county), during his previous 

congressional tenure, established the record of a political outsider. His relentless 
opposition to spending - all spending - garnered him the title of'The Taxpayer's Best 
Friend' trotn an anti-tax group, but his unwillingness to conqjromise or to participate in 
the give-and-take that are an essential part of any legislative body meant that he could 
wield fetle influence on other legislators wh«i it came to fM ôtecting the interests of the 
14th. District. 

Contrast that with Morris, who is an old-fashioned Texas DerooCTat. He is best 
classified as a member of the moderate-to-consei^ative wing of his party, and that means 
his pohtical instincts are in tune with the beliefs of the residents of this area. We must 
have effective representation in Washington, and Morris offers us that prospect. His 
oi^nent does not." 

SiiCT 

CHARLES (LEFTY) MORRIS 
y . i co^^^ms 
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Endorsements Say A Lot 
Abo ut A Person 

--m'W-

CAMPAIGN AT FWT 
Robby Cook's opponent is putting out negfUive and misleadimg 

information about where Robby stands on the issues. 
Don't befooled. You can caU Robby at (409) 234-2713 and he 

will tell you where he stands on any issue. 
Help put a stop to negative campaigns. 

The Cook F a a i l r 

pM tor tynoMy Cook • MHyK^rCaek, > .̂0. t a i n t ' ix^4a« 

MflM • ^ mmmrn ^^0t 
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